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On March 17, in Tegucigalpa, Honduran Economy Minister Ramon Medina met with a group of
Mexican businesspersons, representatives of the Foreign Trade Business Organizations Coordinator
(Coordinadora de Organizaciones de Comercio Exterior-COECE), and the president of the
Honduran Private Enterprise Council (COHEP) to discuss the status of talks aimed at increasing
trade and investment flows between Mexico and Central America. Following the meeting, Medina
told reporters that by early April, Central American governments will be ready to finalize a
multilateral trade accord with Mexico as the first step in establishing a regional free trade zone.
Fernando Ysita Leptien, Mexico's coordinator of free trade talks with Central America, told reporters
that Mexico is actively seeking to expand trade and investment ties with Latin America. At present,
Latin America accounts for only 4% of Mexican exports. He added that Mexico City hopes to have
the free trade agreement with Central America in place by 1996. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 03/17/92)
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